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3036, a bill that would bring transparency to
taxpayer-funded overseas trips taken by
members of Congress. On behalf of the more
than 1.2 million members and supporters of
the Council for Citizens Against Government
Waste (CCAGW), I urge you to support this
legislation.

The military maintains a specially out-
fitted VIP fleet out of Andrews Air Force
Base that can cost up to $10,000 per hour to
operate. Members of Congress often take ad-
vantage of these military aircraft for over-
seas travel, even in instances where commer-
cial flights are readily available and more
cost-effective. The cost of commercial air-
line travel is publicly disclosed, but the cost
of travel on military-owned jets is not pro-
vided.

H.R. 3036 would require the Secretary of
Defense to determine and disclose the cost of
foreign trips for members of Congress using
military aircraft. These costs would then be
publicly reported online through the House
Clerk’s website.

Military aircraft is necessary when flying
into war zones or U.S military installations
overseas; however, the military fleet is too
often used to shuttle members to back and
forth to locations served by commercial air-
liners.

Members of Congress should be held ac-
countable for every bill footed by taxpayers.
All votes on H.R. 3036 will be among those
considered in CCAGW’s 2009 Congressional
Ratings.

Sincerely,
THOMAS A. SCHATZ,
President.

————

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. MASSA) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. MASSA addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

THE TRAGEDY OF A SOCIALIST
AMERICA AND ITS DESTRUCTION
OF HEALTH CARE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, this is not a roadmap. This is the
Democrats’ new health care plan, all of
these white things. Can you believe
that? I was just talking to my col-
league over there, Mr. POE from Texas.

All of these white things are new
agencies of government, new agencies
of government that we’re going to have
to pay for in order to take care of the
health of the Nation. Now, this thing is
going to cost between $1 and $3 trillion
over the next 10 years, and I doubt seri-
ously if anybody who is writing this
1,200-page bill, or whatever it is, knows
what this stuff does. It’s just crazy.
Look at all of these agencies. Look at
the minefields that people have to go
through to get to their doctors down
there at the end to take care of their
health care needs.

Other countries that have used this
kind of an approach ration health care
for senior citizens. They ration health
care for people who have certain kinds
of diseases. They have to wait months
and months and months for MRIs and
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for other things that we would get very
rapidly here in the United States be-
cause we have the highest quality of
health care in the world, and so we are
going to create a government bureauc-
racy.

I hope my colleagues back in their of-
fices are looking at this, because most
of them haven’t seen this.

We are creating a government bu-
reaucracy that looks worse than any
Federal highway system like in Cali-
fornia. I mean you can’t even find your
way around this thing, but that’s not
the worst of it.

Since last October, this is how much
money we’ve spent: $700 billion on the
TARP program, which includes $54 bil-
lion for the auto bailout, which we
really didn’t need to do because they
filed for bankruptcy anyhow, so that
$54 Dbillion was wasted. Who cares.
That’s just taxpayers’ money. Then we
had $1.1 trillion, including interest, for
the stimulus package, which is not
working, because they said that was
going to keep unemployment below 8
percent. Now it is 9.5 and is going up
like a rocket, so that didn’t work.
That’s $1.1 trillion. On the omnibus
spending bill, we had $410 billion. The
defense supplemental was $106 billion.
Now, there may have been some neces-
sity for that. The SCHIP bill was $73
billion. The cap-and-trade is going to
cost every family in this country be-
tween $1,000 and $3,000 a year in addi-
tional expenses for turning on their
lights or for putting gasoline in their
cars or for getting gas to heat their
homes. Then there’s this health care
bill, which will be $1 trillion to $3 tril-
lion, and I'll tell you: It is going to be
a lot more than that.

Let me tell you a little story, my col-
leagues who may be paying attention.
When I was a state senator, the Federal
Government came into Indiana and
said, If you don’t take the Medicaid
bill, we’re going to withdraw $2.5 mil-
lion in Federal highway funds. They
were blackmailing the State of Indiana
into taking the Medicaid program by
saying that we were going to lose $2.5
million if we didn’t take it.

I went up to the Senate floor, and I
said, Hey, it’s going to cost us 10 times
this amount of money if we do take
Medicaid. I said it would cost about $25
million. Do you know how much that
costs now? Between $1 billion and $2
billion a year. I was so far off it isn’t
funny.

This thing right here is not going to
cost $1 trillion to $3 trillion. It’s going
to cost trillions more than that. It’s
going to reduce the quality of health
care. It’s going to cause the rationing
of health care, and it’s going to ruin
the system of health care we have in
this country. It’s just a tragedy that
this is happening.

This administration is moving as
rapidly as they can toward a socialistic
form of government, and everybody in
this country ought to know it. They
are trying to control and are control-
ling the investment business, the bank-
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ing business, the automobile business;
with cap-and-trade, they’re controlling
the energy business; and now the
health care business. This is really a
tragic time for America, and I hope ev-
erybody in this country who may be
paying attention will really take a
close look at this and will call their
Congressman if they are paying atten-
tion.

I know I can’t address them, Mr.
Speaker, but if I were addressing the
American people, I would say, Contact
your Congressman and tell him you
don’t want this mess passed into law. It
is going to jeopardize the quality of
your health care here in America.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Kansas (Mr. MORAN) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. MORAN of Kansas addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. KAPTUR addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

——
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CALLING FOR BOYCOTT OF
STELLA D’ORO

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. ENGEL) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. ENGEL. Thank you, Mr. Speaker
and my colleagues. I want to call ev-
eryone’s attention to something that is
happening in my district. It is actually
very disgraceful. There is a plant
called Stella D’oro. Everyone KkKnows
about Stella D’oro, the cookies and the
cakes that they make. In fact, for
many years I spoke about Stella D’oro
with a sense of pride. When I appeared
on the Colbert show, I took out a pack-
age of cookies, of bread sticks of Stella
D’oro’s and talked with pride about
some of the things that were being
made in my district.

The Stella D’oro company was found-
ed in 1932 and was family run until
they sold to RJR Nabisco in 1992. RJR
Nabisco became a part of Kraft Foods.
It was taken over by Kraft. And what
happened was, Kraft Foods then sold
Stella D’oro to a company called
Brynwood Partners. Brynwood Part-
ners really doesn’t care about running
this place or being fair to its workers.
It really only cares about the bottom
line. So what they did was they pushed
the workers, and they told them that
in order to keep their jobs, in order to
finance their purchase of Stella D’oro,
the workers would have to take a 25
percent pay cut for its 135 workers,
many of whom had worked there for
decades, were proud of the product
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